Magazine

The Bi-monthly Magazine for DXers




The

Magazine

FEATURE

In mid-November 2011, the idea of a great DX-
pedition to the island of Tarawa, Western Kiribati
began to come true. The discussions were initiated
by PY2PT, PY2XB, and PY2WAS, but immediately
other notable names/callsigns of Brazilian ham radio
operators joined with the idea that initially foresaw the
formation of a team of approximately eight people.

From January 2012 on, conference calls via Skype
started, occurring once a month with the purpose of
discussing all details relating to the DXpedition, such
as licenses, logistics, expenses, checklist, schedule of
operation, press releases, etc. Although most of the
DXpedition members had already participated in oth-
er events of this kind, it is no exaggeration to say that
there had never been such planning and care regarding
every detail, with the commitment of all participants.

Regarding the team members, we had three who
had to drop out along the way, which was regretted
by all: PY1KN Marcelo, PY2AAZ Fabio, and PP1CZ
Leo. Each one had personal or professional problems
that would not allow them to go, but the project had
to move on. As such, the team was formed with the
participation of PT20P Orlando, PY2DM Mamiro,
PY2PT Ricardo, PY2XB Fred, PY2WAS Alex,
PY3MM Miguel, PY4BZ Fernando, PYSHSD Her-
minio, PY7XC Jim, and PY7ZY Ciro. As such, the
T3@PY team that would be on HF as T3@SIX would
operate on 6 meters directly from the island of Tara-
wa, Western Kiribati, between October 16-25, 2012.

In August 2012, after several conference calls,
there was a large meeting with most of the team in the
city of Mogi das Cruzes, at the site of PY2DM, in order
to assemble and test all equipment and antennas that
would be used on the DXpedition, providing a better
division of freight to be transported by the participants.
It was a very enjoyable weekend, and the team had the
valuable help of PY2ZXU Thomas. That weekend the
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vertical antennas for 80m and 160m were put together
and the two vertical SteppIRs were tested extensively.

In late September 2012, after all had been ac-
complished, airline tickets purchased, including do-
nations from some DX clubs, companies, and many
colleagues who supported the DXpedition, the trip
began for some of the participants: PY2XB and YL,
and PT20P to New Zealand. The others followed by
other routes from the U.S. to Australia. The meet-
ing point, defined by the group, was in the city of
Nadi, Fiji Islands, from Oct 10-14, 2012. Some par-
ticipants also required licenses from the government
of Fiji, so with the help of a local colleague, 3D2TR
Tevita Rokobar, former minister of communica-
tions, they obtained the following licenses—3D2OP,
3D27ZY, 3D2XC, 3D2XB, 3D2PT, and 3D2AS—
which were used sporadically during the stay in Nadi.

Despite the stress experienced by some regarding
the difficulties with transport of luggage and payment
for excess weight (e.g., Air Pacific allowed only one
checked bag of 23 kgs), all of the team was ready for
the trip to Tarawa Island, which, after two postpone-
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